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SERIAL NUMBER I FILING DATE 


FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 


I ATTORNEY DOCKET NO.H 


EXAMINER 


ART UNIT | PAPER NUMBER 


DATE MAILED: 


TWs Is a communication from the examiner In charge of your aDoCcatfan 
COMMISSIONER OF PATENTS AND TRADEMARKS " 


TWs application has been examined □ Responsive to communication fded on_ 


□ This 


action is made final 


A shortened statutory period for response to this action Is set to expire _ 


_month(s), 


3D 


days from the date of this letter. 


• — . — —^-m nwtiuna;, — — oays n 

Failure to respond within the period tor response win cause the application to become abandoned. 35U.S.C.133 

Parti THE FOLLOWING ATTACHMENTS) ARE PART OF THIS ACTION: 

1. □ Notice ofReterer^Cfled by Exa^ner.PTCWSa. 2. Notice ot Draftsman's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948 

3. U Notice ol Art Cited by AppScam.PTO-t449. 4. □ No*, 0 | Informal Patent AppBcattor, PTO-152. 

5. I — I Information on How to Effect Drawing Changes, PTO-1474- 6. CD 

PartU SUMMARY OF ACTION 


run u ovMMAnT Uf- AUIIUN 

1. n^rns ( — : 


_ are pending In the application. 


Of the above, claims 

2. □ Claims 

3. Q Claims 

4. Q Ctafms 

5. □ Claims 

6. [Bxfaims 

7. □ This application has been filed with Informal drawings under 37 CiF.R. 1 .85 which are acceptable for examination purposes. 


are withdrawn from consideration, 

have been cancelled. 

are allowed 

are rejected. 

are objected to. 

_ are subject to restriction or election requirement 


Formal drawings are required In response to this Office action. 
The corrected or substitute drawings have been received on 


Under 37 C.F.R. 1 .84 these drawings 


i-i ^. . n ^ ~~~»«w«,r . . unoera/ u.p.r. 1.84 

are □acceptable; □ not acceptable (see explanation or Notice 

. has (have) been O approved by the 


10. □ The proposed additional or substitute sheets) of drawings, filed on 
examiner; □ disapproved by the examiner (see explanation). 


11. LZ] The proposed drawing correction, filed _ 


, has been □approved; Q disapproved (see explanation). 


14. □ Other 


PTOL-326 (Rev. 2/93) 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claim 12 is missing. Claims 13-37 have been renumbered as claims 12-36 pursuant to 37 
CFR1.126. 

2. This application contains claims directed to the following patentably distinct species of 
the claimed invention: 

Species A: Figure 1; 
Species B: Figure 2; 
Species C: Figure 3; 
Species D: Figure 4; 
Species E: Figures 5-6. 

Applicant is required under 35 U.S.C. § 121 to elect a single disclosed species for 
prosecution on the merits to which the claims shall be restricted if no generic claim is finally held 
to be allowable. Currently, none of the claims appears to be generic. 

Applicant is advised that a response to this requirement must include an identification of 
the species that is elected consonant with this requirement, and a listing of all claims readable 
thereon, including any claims subsequently added. An argument that a claim is allowable or that 
all claims are generic is considered nonresponsive unless accompanied by an election. 

Upon the allowance of a generic claim, applicant will be entitled to consideration of 
claims to additional species which are written in dependent form or otherwise include all the 
limitations of an allowed generic claim as provided by 37 C.F.R. § 1.141. If claims are added 
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after the election, applicant must indicate which are readable upon the elected species. M.P.E.P. 
§ 809.02(a). 

Should applicant traverse on the ground that the species are not patentably distinct, \ 
applicant should submit evidence or identify such evidence now of record showing the species to 
be obvious variants or clearly admit on the record that this is the case. In either instance, if the 
examiner finds one of the inventions unpatentable over the prior art, the evidence or admission / 
may be used in a rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 103 of the other invention. 

Applicant is advised that the response to this requirement to be complete must include an 
election of the invention to be examined even though the requirement be traversed. 

3. Applicant is reminded that upon the cancellation of claims to a non-elected invention, the 
inventorship must be amended in compliance with 37 CFR 1.48(b) if one or more of the currently 
named inventors is no longer an inventor of at least one claim remaining in the application. Any 
amendment of inventorship must be accompanied by a request under 37 CFR 1.48(b) and by the 
fee required under 37 CFR 1.17(1). 

4. Applicant should note that the examiner reserves the option of requiring further 
restriction and/or election, in due course, pursuant to MPEP 821.03, MPEP 811, etc., based on 
applicant's response to this office action. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Exmr. Butler whose telephone number is (703) 308-2575. The examiner is 
normally in the USPTO Monday-Friday from 5:30 a.m. to 2:00p.m. Although the examiner may 
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not always be present in his office to immediately answer the phone when called, the examiner 
will make every effort to return the call as soon as possible. If the examiner does not answer his 
phone, the examiner suggests that a brief message be recorded on the examiner's voice mail 
machine when necessary and appropriate. The examiner normally checks recorded phone calls at 
least once a day unless on leave. 

The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is (703) 305-7687. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-1 113. 



